
  

Staff Report for 2023 State Board of Equalization 
 
File No.:  2023-PEMBINA-STEVENSON    Prepared By:  Property Tax Division  
County or City: Pembina County      
Appellant: Jeff & Jane Stevenson  
Issue:  Appeal of Agricultural Property Valuation 

 
Summary:   Mr. Jeff Stevenson and Mrs. Jane Stevenson are appealing the agricultural land valuation on 
parcels 01-0420000 and 01-0420020 located in Pembina County. 

 
Analysis:   

 
Recommendation:   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 



 



 

State of North Dakota Tax Equalization Board: 

 

We are appealing our 2023 land taxes, land parcels listed below. 

Parcel #01-0420000 and #01-0420020. 

EQUALIZATION, to make uniform to distribute evenly or uniformly, equalize the tax 
burden (Webster) 

We will send copies of photos, E mails and our letter to the Pembina county Comm. 

The photos of the grass is the area in question, all is in the area, or in close proximity, all 
of the same or very close soil types. 

Parcel numbers of ours (Jeff and Jane Stevenson) 01-0420000($91,719) 65 acres and 01-
0420020,($60,357)40 acres.  Akra township (161-55) 

Parcel numbers of the neighbor’s  01-0390000($6,094)36 acres, 04-0010010($15,128)73 
acres,04-0010000($6,880)40 acres, 04-0070000($13,760)80 acres,040080000($13,760) 
in Akra and Beaulieu(161-55)and(161-56) 

All parcels are in some form of government set aside program. All of the programs have 
basically the same do and don’ts, I did not send copies of the contracts but I can get 
them for you. The lands in question are WRP and WSE and ours is in CRP. The land in 
question all can be hayed, or grazed at a certain intervals. The county in 2000 decided to 
give a tax break to land with a WSE contract on it. The WSE contract had an additional 
payment for sign up. Yes we could have signed up on it but opted not to at the time. 
Had I known the county was giving such a huge tax break I may have gone with that 
government program. Apparently the county has no idea or written record of why they 
gave this tax break for just this government program either. See attached email 
response from Pembina County auditor to our request for a copy of the Pembina County 
board of Equalization minutes or documentation of the 2000 tax break implementation. 

 As of this time that program is not available to us. (I am satisfied with the program we 
are in, except the huge tax difference) Our parcels are taxed at $13.86 and $9.13an acre 
and the neighbor’s land in WSE program is taxed at a $1.62 an acre. 

We have gone to the township equalization meeting and they agreed with us on all 
parcels, then to the county and they agreed with us on only 2 parcels (01-0480000and 
01-0320000 161-55) which are in S O L program.(Save Our Lakes) This is through the N D 



Game and Fish Dept. and has the same or very similar  provisions as in the other lands in 
question. 

 We have to question what is the difference between WRP and WSE and CRP and SOL or 
any other government set aside program?  By the pictures sent to you I will bet you 
would say it all looks like grassland and it is grass and under the grass is basically the 
same soil. 

 In my brief tenure as a tax assessor almost every meeting and or conversation about 
doing your assessors job was to be fair and similar parcel treated equally. In this and 
many times in the years before I have tried to explain my case and now for the first time 
I am giving you our appeal. I hope if there are any questions you feel free to call me or 
my wife. My number is 701-520-1885 and my wife’s is 701-520-0918. 

 

Jeff Stevenson 

Jane Stevenson 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Pembina County Tax Equalization Board: 

 

We are appealing our 2023 land taxes, land parcels listed below. 

Parcel #01-0420000, #01-0420020, #01-0480000 and #01-1320000. 

Fairness & equalization is what is all about-I have been trying to get the land taxes in 
Pembina County somewhat close to fair & equitable for many years.  

Land in a government program is cropland taken out of production and planted with 
grass-there are many different government programs but they all have this basic 
requirement in common-Land taken out of production and grass planted. I have had 
conversations with NRCS & ASCS – they make no distinction between different programs 
regarding the land use for tax purposes they have nothing to do with taxes.  I need 
Pembina County to explain why my land in a government program planted in grass is 
taxed approximately $10 an acre more than my neighbor’s (which is also in a government 
program with grass planted) adjacent to one of my parcels.  I have been trying to research 
the reasoning behind Pembina County selecting one federal farm program to receive a 
huge tax reduction twenty some years ago. 

 I did contact the Tax Director and the Auditor of Pembina County to see if could get a 
copy of the Commissioner’s minutes or any other county meeting’s minutes discussing 
why this was implemented.  I have attached the email I received from Linda Schlittenhard.  
I don’t feel this is a fair and equal taxation of land or land use.  The county has no 
recommendations from the state or Feds and nothing in writing to support this tax 
reduction that was implemented in 2000.   

I’d like to make the motion that Pembina County tax all government programs in CRP 
grass equally –either they all get a tax break or none get a tax break. 

 

 

Jeff & Jane Stevenson 
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