
  

Staff Report for 2026 State Board of Equalization 
 
File No.:  2026 – TRAILL – DUFNER    Prepared By:  Property Tax Division  

County or City:  TRAILL COUNTY      

Appellant:  JOSEPH & REBECCA DUFNER 

Type of Appeal:  PROPERTY CLASSIFICATION 

 
Appeal Issue:   Ward Johnson, III Law Firm, on behalf of Joseph & Rebecca Dufner, is appealing the 
commercial classification of a building on parcel number 06-0000-00889-045, located at 13th St NE, 
Buxton, ND. 

 
Analysis:   

 
Summary of Findings:   

 
Proposal for Board Review: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



600 E. Boulevard Ave., Dept. 127 
Bismarck, ND 58505-0599 

taxinfo@nd.gov 

701-328-7088 

www.tax.nd.gov Brian Kroshus, Tax Commissioner 

North Dakota Office of State Tax Commissioner 

Appellant Information – State Board of Equalization 

County or City:  
Appellant: 
Type of Appeal: 

County of Traill
Joseph & Rebecca Dufner 
Choose One  

Please complete this form in its entirety. The information provided will be taken into 
consideration when investigating and reaching a conclusion regarding the appeal presented. To 
provide ample time for investigation, all information to support the appeal (property information, 
pictures, income information, etc.) must be received by August 1, 2026, and is subject to open 
records.  Please provide one questionnaire per property. 

Please email or mail any supporting documentation to: 
propertytax@nd.gov 
or  
The Office of State Tax Commissioner, Attn: Property Tax, Dept. 127 
600 E Boulevard Ave., Bismarck, ND 58505-0599 

Information for Property Referenced in Appeal: 

Address: 
Township Name: 
County: 
Parcel ID: 
Legal Description: 

Appellant Contact Information: 

Appellant Name: Joseph & Rebeca Dufner
Address: 
Phone Number: 
Email Address: 

Answer the questions below that apply to the appeal: 

Are you the owner of the property of this appeal? ☐ Yes    ☐ No

Did you receive a notice of increase letter from the city/township? (choose all that apply) 
☐ Prior to    ☐ After   Township/City Equalization Meeting 
☐ Prior to    ☐ After  County Equalization Meeting  

☐ No Notification Received

At which meeting(s) did you appeal your assessment? (choose all that apply) 
☐ Township/City  ☐ County  ☐ N/A

954 169th Avenue NE, Buxton, ND 58218
Buxton

Traill
06-0000-00889-045

W. 400' of the E 400' of the SE 
Section 25, T148N, R51W (3.68a)

954 169th Avenue NE, Buxton, ND 58218
(701) 430-1768
joedufner@rrv.net

x

x
x

x x

mailto:taxinfo@nd.gov
http://www.tax.nd.gov/
mailto:propertytax@nd.gov


600 E. Boulevard Ave., Dept. 127 
Bismarck, ND 58505-0599 

taxinfo@nd.gov 

701-328-7088 

www.tax.nd.gov Brian Kroshus, Tax Commissioner 

North Dakota Office of State Tax Commissioner 

*Please note NDCC § 57-13-04.3(a)(1)(2) requires appellants to appeal to the State Board of
Equalization must have applied to both local and county boards.

Has a recent appraisal been completed on the property?  
☐ Yes (if yes, please attach)  ☐ No

What grounds is your appeal based upon? Please check all that apply and provide supporting 
documentation for each selection. 

☐ Factual error, that is, a data collection or clerical error.
☐ Equity and uniformity claim of discriminatory level of assessment.
☐ Belief that the valuation is inaccurate.
☐ Exemption, classification, or assessment limitation.

Please attach or email (propertytax@nd.gov) the following: 
1. A detailed explanation of your appeal
2. Evidence to validate the assessment appealed

Appeal Process: 

1.) Appellant notifies the Property Tax Division of intent to appeal. 

2.) Submit this form and all applicable documentation to propertytax@nd.gov by the date 
specified above. 

3.) The State Board of Equalization meets on the second Tuesday in August to examine and 
compare the returns of the assessment of taxable property as submitted by North Dakota 
counties. This is locally assessed property. The board equalizes the property so that all 
assessments of similar taxable property are uniform and equal throughout the state. 
During this meeting, tax directors or other representatives from a county will speak, 
along with city representatives, and individual taxpayers.  

4.) After the State Board meeting, your case will be assigned, and staff will reach out to 
schedule an onsite review of the property (when deemed applicable). While an interior 
inspection of the property is not required, interior reviews may affect the consideration of 
value. If denied an interior review, we will assess from the exterior only. Staff will not be 
allowed to enter the property without the owner or a representative present. 

5.) Generally, by the first Thursday of October, the property tax division staff will present 
their findings to the State Board of Equalization with a recommendation. The board 
deliberates and votes. You can attend this meeting; however, public comments are not 
accepted. 

x

x

mailto:taxinfo@nd.gov
http://www.tax.nd.gov/
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WARD K. JOHNSON, III LAW FIRM 
ATTORNEYS AND COUNSELORS–AT–LAW 

THE JOHNSON RIVERVIEW CENTER 
215 NORTH 3RD STREET, SUITE 208 

GRAND FORKS, ND 58203 
*LICENSED IN ALL ND STATE & FEDERAL COURTS, MILITARY COURT OF APPEALS & U.S. IMMIGRATION COURTS 

**LICENSED IN ALL ND STATE & FEDERAL COURTS 
***ND LIMITED PRACTICE RULE VII CERTIFIED & U.S. IMMIGRATION COURTS ( 8 C.F.R. § 1292.1)  
     TEL: (701) 775-7837      TEXT: (701) 658-5346     E-MAIL: ward.johnson@outlook.com 

 
ATTORNEYS OFFICE STAFF 
Ward K. Johnson, III, Esq.* Diana L. Johnson, Operations Manager 
Jonathan F. Christensen, Esq.** 
LIMITED PRACTIONERS 
Mitchell R. Lucas, J.D.*** 
 

Karly Schrodt, Paralegal 
Alex Schill, J.D., Public Defense Case Manager 

Siri Bergsgaard, J.D., Law Clerk 

15 July 2026 
 
Office of the State Tax Commissioner 
600 E Boulevard Ave, Dept. 127 Via USPS & Email 
Bismarck, ND 58505-0599 
propertytax@nd.gov 
 
RE: Joseph & Rebecca Dufner 
 Joe Dufner Farms, Inc. 
 Property Valuation & Classification – Agricultural, FY26 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
This letter is submitted on behalf of Joseph and Rebecca Dufner (the “Dufners”), operators of 
Joe Dufner Farms, Inc., a third-generation organic farming operation located in Buxton, ND.  
The Dufners are presently in dispute with the Traill County Commission, acting as the County 
Board of Equalization, regarding property tax assessed against their property.   
 
Please note that this letter specially pertains to those property taxes assessed for Fiscal Year 2026 
only; there is ongoing litigation regarding the property tax assessed for Fiscal Year 2025.  The 
Dufners have previously appeared before the requisite local governing body as required by 
N.D.C.C. § 57-12-06(3).   
 
The enclosures to this letter set forth the Dufners’ position regarding the classification of their 
agricultural storage building for property tax purposes.  With the exception of the meeting 
minutes enclosed, all enclosures hereto were submitted to the County Commission in support of 
the Dufners’ position.   
 

 
[Remainder of page intentionally left blank] 

 



The Dufners intend to personally appear before the State Board to present their case; this letter 

serves to transmit the relevant materials upon which their position is based. They may be 

contacted by phone at (701) 430-1768 or by email at joedufner@rrv.net. 

Alternatively, you may also contact this office, either by phone at (701) 775-7837 or by emailing 

both of the undersigned at ward.johnson@outlook.com and mitchell@wardkjohnsonlaw.com. 

Thank you for your attention, consideration, and assistance in resolving this matter. 

Respectfully, 

Encl: 

Ward K. J n, III Mitchell R. Lucas 

Attorney-at-Law Juris Doctor, Rule VII Certified 

( l) Memorandum Regarding Agricultural Classification, undated (4 pages);

(a) Demonstrative A - Statuto1y Exclusions, undated ( l page);
(b) Demonstrative B- Post Harvest Process, undated ( l page);

(2) Exhibit One - Post harvest Process, dated 14 April 2026 ( l page);

(3) Exhibit Two - Organic Certification of Joe Dufner Farms, Inc., various dates (2 pages);

(4) Exhibit Three - Letterfrom Mason Bjerke, Food Safety Director, Cummings Ag., Inc., dated IO April 2026

(! page);

(5) Exhibit Four - letter/ram Brianna Carter, Certification Specialist, Where Food Comes From Organic,
Inc., dated 10 April 2026 (I page);

(6) Exhibit Five - letter/ram Thomas H. Bodine, Deputy Agriculture Commissioner, dated 8 May 2026;

(7) Record of the Proceedings of the Township Board of Equalization, dated 8 April 2026 ( 4 pages);

(8) Minutes of the Traill County Board of Equalization, dated 2 June 2026 (9 pages).
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WARD K. JOHNSON, III LAW FIRM 
ATTORNEYS AND COUNSELORS–AT–LAW 

THE JOHNSON RIVERVIEW CENTER 
215 NORTH 3RD STREET, SUITE 208 

GRAND FORKS, ND 58203 
*LICENSED IN ALL ND STATE & FEDERAL COURTS & MILITARY COURT OF APPEALS 

**LICENSED IN ALL ND STATE & FEDERAL COURTS 
M   TEL: (701) 775-7837      FAX: (701) 775-2938     E-MAIL: ward.johnson@outlook.com 

OFFICE STAFF 
Diana L. Johnson, Operations Manager 

Karly Schrodt, Paralegal 
Mitchell R. Lucas, J.D., Rule VII Certified 

Alex Schill, J.D., Public Defense Case Manager 
Siri Bergsgaard, J.D., Law Clerk 

ATTORNEYS 
Ward K. Johnson, III, Esq.* 
Jonathan F. Christensen, Esq.**  

MEMORANDUM 

RE: Joseph & Rebecca Dufner 
Joe Dufner Farms, Inc. 
Property Valuation & Classification - Agricultural 

To Whom It May Concern: 

This Memorandum is submitted on behalf of Joseph and Rebecca Dufner (the “Dufners”), 
operators of Joe Dufner Farms, Inc.,  As set forth herein, in clear terms, this Memorandum 
addresses the Dufners’ legal position regarding the classification of their agricultural storage 
building for property tax purposes.  This Memorandum further address the specific basis upon 
which the local governing body has rejected their applications for their rightful agricultural 
exemption.   

I. CONTROLLING STATUTORY FRAMEWORK

The agricultural exemption at issue is governed by N.D.C.C. § 57-02-08(15)(a), which provides 
that “[a]ll farm structures and improvements located on agricultural lands” are exempt from 
taxation.  The statute expressly directs that the exemption “must be construed to exempt farm 
buildings and improvements only, and may not be construed to exempt from taxation industrial 
plants, or structures of any kind not used or intended for use as part of a farm plant, or as a farm 
residence.”  N.D.C.C. § 57-02-08(15)(a)(1).   

The statute further identifies specific categories of structures that are not exempt, none of which 
apply here.  N.D.C.C. § 57-02-08(15)(a)(3)(a) excludes: (1) structures used primarily in 
connection with a retail or whole business other than farming; (2) structures on platted lands 
within city limits (subject to a narrow exception not applicable here); (3) structures used by a 
manufacturing facility as defined in N.D.C.C. § 19-24.1-01; and (4) structures on railroad 
operating property.  The Dufners’ building falls within none of these categories.   
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The statute further defines the operative limiting concept. “Business other than farming” means 
“processing to produce a value-added physical or chemical change in an agricultural commodity 
beyond the ordinary handling of that commodity by a farmer prior to sale.”  N.D.C.C. § 57-02-
08(15)(a)(3)(b).  As set forth below, no such change occurs in connection with the Dufners’ 
storage building or the processes leading to its use.   

II. THE CURRENT BASIS FOR DENIAL AND THE RESPONSE THERETO

The basis for denial has shifted repeatedly over the course of these proceedings.  The two 
grounds presently asserted are (1) that Cummings constitutes the “first end-point user” within the 
meaning of N.D.C.C. § 57-02-01(1)(b)(1), such that the beans were “delivered” before reaching 
the storage building; and (2) that storage of beans in 2,200-pound bulk totes (k/n/a super sacks) 
constitutes retail packaging or value-added processing under N.D.C.C. § 57-02-08(15)(3).  Both 
arguments fail as a matter of law and fact.   

A. Cummings Is Not the “First End-Point User.”

N.D.C.C. § 57-02-01(1)(b)(1) provides, in pertinent part, that “raising agricultural crops includes 
the storage of harvested crops produced by a farmer or a direct relative of the farmer until the 
crop is delivered to the first end-point user.”  The local governing body has asserted that 
Cummings constitutes the first end-point user, which would mean delivery – and therefore the 
end of the statutory storage protection – occurs at the Cummings facility, before the beans reach 
the storage building.

This argument cannot survive scrutiny for two independent reasons.  

First, the term “end-point user” is not defined, in the context of agricultural property taxation, 
anywhere in the Century Code or Administrative Code.  In the absence of a statutory definition, 
the term must be given its plain and ordinary meaning.  “End user” – the closest statutory analog 
– is defined in N.D.C.C. § 57-39.4-16 (telecommunications context) as the person who 
ultimately utilizes the product or service.  North Dakota’s only judicial treatment of the concept, 
in Beaudoin v. South Texas Blood & Tissue Center, 2005 ND 120, likewise frames “end user” as 
the ultimate recipient of a product.  Both sources compel the same conclusion: the first end-point 
user is the first party that actually receives and uses the commodity as a commodity – here, the 
out-of-state buyers who purchase the beans from the Dufners.

Second, and dispositive on the facts, Cummings does not receive the beans as an end user of any 
kind.  Cummings is a contract service provider that mechanically removes dockage from the 
beans for a volume-based service fee.  It does not purchase the beans.  It does not take 
ownership.  It does not sell the beans.  In no respect does a sale occur.  The beans remain the 
property of Joe Dufner Farms, Inc. throughout the entire cleaning process and are returned to the 
Dufners upon completion.  Cummings has independently confirmed this. 
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The characterization of a contracted service stop as a “delivery to the first end-point user” has no 
basis in law or in the facts.  Accepting that argument would mean that any farmer who takes 
grain to an elevator for drying or cleaning before storing it has “delivered” the crop – an outcome 
plainly contrary to the statute’s purpose and to agricultural industry practices.   

B. Bulk Tote Storage Is Not Retail Packaging or Value-Added Processing.

The assertion that storage of organic beans in “super sacks” constitutes “retail packaging or 
value-added” activity is without merit.  The relevant statutory standard asks whether the structure 
is used in connection with a “business other than farming,” defined as “processing to produce a 
value-added physical or chemical change in an agricultural commodity beyond the ordinary 
handling of that commodity prior to a farmer prior to sale.”  N.D.C.C. § 57-02-08(15)(a)(3)(b).  
No such change occurs here.   

The beans placed into super sacks are the same beans that came off the Dufners’ certified organic 
fields.  The dockage removal performed by Cummings, a mechanical separation process that 
uses no water and causes no physical or chemical alteration to the commodity, produces no 
change in the raw agricultural product.  Cummings has confirmed in writing that the beans are 
not altered physically or chemically, would still be considered a raw agricultural product upon 
departure, and have not undergone significant alterations of the type that would constitute 
processing (e.g., cooking, canning, milling, crushing, or grinding). 

The super sack is a standard agricultural storage and transport container used throughout the 
organic grain and pulse crop industry.  It is the antithesis of retail packaging.  Retail packaging 
implies consumer-scale units intended for sale to end consumers in a retail setting.  This is 
nothing more than a storage mechanism used exclusively for bulk commodity transport and 
storage – the same function that a grain bin serves on a conventional farm.  WFCFO, the 
Dufners’ certifying agent, has confirmed that the Dufners’ final product for sale is a crop 
product, that the cleaning performed by Cummings does not render it a processed product, and 
that no handler certification is required because no change in the form of the crop has occurred. 

The organic certification framework further compels this conclusion.  Under 7 C.F.R. § 205.200, 
et sequitur, organic producers are required to maintain or improve the natural resources of their 
operation, including through specific handling and storage requirements.  The practices 
employed by the Dufners – dockage removal, bulk tote storage in a certified organic facility, et 
alia – are not voluntary value-added choices; they are mandatory compliance requirements of the 
USDA National Organic Program.  Characterizing regulatory compliance and value-added 
commercial activity is legally untenable.   
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This analysis parallels the determination of “agricultural” work under N.D. Admin. Code § 46-
02-07-02(4) and the Fair Labor Standards Act, 29 U.S.C. § 213 vis-à-vis 29 C.F.R. § 780. 
Agricultural employment expressly encompasses “assembling, ripening, cleaning, grading, 
sorting, drying, preserving, packing, and storing.”  29 C.F.R. § 780.151(b).  The Dufners’ post-
harvest practices fall squarely within this definition.  No value-added change to the raw or 
natural state of the commodity occurs.  N.D.C.C. § 57-02-08(15)(a)(3)(b); 29 C.F.R. § 780.147.

III. CONCLUSION

The Dufners’ storage building is a farm structure used exclusively to store harvested crops 
produced by the Dufners on their own certified organic farmland, held until sale and delivery to 
their buyers.  The building is not used in connection with any retail, wholesale, or commercial 
business other than farming.  No value-added physical or chemical change to the commodity 
occurs at or in connection with the building.  The process employed by the Dufners’ are standard 
post-harvest practices required by federal organic certification standards.   

Neither of the grounds presently asserted by the local governing body withstands legal scrutiny.  
Cummings is a contract service provider, not an end-point user.  Bulk tote storage is agricultural 
handling, not retail packaging.  The building qualifies for the agricultural exemption under 
N.D.C.C. § 57-02-08(15)(a) as a matter of law, and any assessment to the contrary is inapposite 
to the statute.

Respectfully, 

Ward K. Johnson, III Mitchell R. Lucas 
Attorney-at-Law Juris Doctor, Rule VII Certified 

Encls: 
(1) Demonstrative A – Statutory Exclusions, undated (1 page)
(2) Demonstrative B – Post Harvest Process, undated (1 page)

Mitchell Lucas
Signature - WKJ



DEMONSTRATIVE A
The Four Statutory Exclusions

N.D.C.C. S. 57-02-08(15)(a)(3)(a) | Joe Dufner Farms, Inc.

DOES THIS BUILDING FALL WITHIN ANY OF THE FOUR STATUTORY EXCLUSIONS?
If none apply, the building is exempt from taxation as a farm structure on agricultural land.

# EXCLUSION APPLIES HERE?

1
Retail or wholesale business other than farming
Structures used primarily in connection with a retail or wholesale 
business -- defined as processing that produces a value-added physical 
or chemical change beyond ordinary handling of a commodity by a 
farmer prior to sale.

DOES NOT
APPLY

2
Platted lands within city limits
Structures located on platted lands within the limits of any city.
Not located on platted land.

DOES NOT
APPLY

3
Manufacturing facility
Structures used by a manufacturing facility as defined in 
N.D.C.C. 19-24.1-01.

No production or processing of marijuana.

DOES NOT
APPLY

4
Railroad operating property
Structures located on railroad operating property. 

No railroad connection of any kind.

DOES NOT
APPLY

NONE OF THE EXCLUSIONS APPLY
This building is exempt from taxation as a farm structure on agricultural land.

N.D.C.C. S. 57-02-08(15)(a)



DEMONSTRATIVE B
Joe Dufner Farms, Inc. -- Post-Harvest Process

OWNERSHIP OF BEANS: Joe Dufner Farms, Inc. at every stage -- title never transfers except upon final sale to buyer

STAGE 1

Harvest & Initial Storage

Dufner Farm

954 169th Ave NE

Buxton, ND

Crops harvested, stored

in on-farm grain bins

Owner: JDF, Inc.

STAGE 2

Contract Cleaning Service

Cummings Ag, Inc.

201 Front Street

Cummings, ND

Dockage mechanically

removed. No water.

Owner: JDF, Inc. (unchanged)

NO SALE -- NO TRANSFER

STAGE 3

Agricultural Storage

Dufner Storage Building

16195 13th St. NE, Buxton

Parcel 06-0000-00889-045

Beans held in certified

organic storage in 2,200-lb

bulk totes until sold

THE BUILDING AT ISSUE

STAGE 4

Sale & Delivery

Out-of-State Buyers

First End-Point Users

under N.D.C.C. 57-02-01

Title transfers here. 
FIRST END-POINT USER
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Post Harvest Process 
All organic crops are grown and marketed according to each buyer’s 

specifications, including the required level of dockage removal. Failure to meet those 
specifications results in rejection of the load, with freight costs incurred in both directions 
at our expense.  Because organic crops require specialized marketing channels, our crops 
are sold in semi load quantities to meet contract requirements. Each semi load has to meet 
specifications 

Once crops reach the proper maturity on our farm they are harvested using the 
appropriate type of combine.  The crops are stored in grain bins on our farm.  Cereal 
grains are stabilized with air.   If the cereal grains need additional dockage removal, we 
have the ability to do that on the farm and transfer to another bin on the farm.  The dry 
beans, once harvested, are put in grain bins on our farm and temporarily stabilized using 
air.  Due to the fact that organic farmers cannot use a pre harvest desiccant to dry down 
their crop, we often times have immature pods (green) in with the dockage that needs to 
be removed for more stabilized storage.  dry beans are a specialty (pulse) crop that are 
often higher in moisture than cereal grains. Sometimes up to 18%. This limits the time 
they will store safely in regular grain bins, without crusting or developing hot spots.  
They also are sensitive to splitting and seed coat cracks when they are handled in 
temperatures below 30 degrees. (Nov – Apr) due to the extremely high cost of equipment 
needed and lack of available power on our farm that is needed for the dockage removal 
and storage stabilization, we hire Cummings ag to help out.   In a few weeks after harvest 
we haul them to Cummings Ag with our hopper bottom trucks to have the dockage 
mechanically removed.  Once that process is finished, we have them placed in 2200# 
super sacks for longer term storage.  Usually by the next morning we are able to go with 
our enclosed truck to pick up these large tote bags.  We transport them to a storage 
building that we built in 2020.  Due to the location of our farm, we had limits with bad 
winter roads and spring road restrictions.  In prior years we used a storage building on 
our farm.  After being unable to fulfill our contracts with our customers we were forced 
to make a change.  We built a storage building 10 miles closer to major highways in a 
different township (Buxton).  We can store our crops there to meet the needs of the 
people who buy our organic beans.  Due to organic regulations and guidelines, all storage 
needs to be part of our organic system plan (OSP), inspected, and certified.  We only 
store dry beans in this building that are produced on our family farm.   

Dated 14 April 2026: 

 

Joe Dufner    Becca Dufner 

Mitchell Lucas
#ExhibitStamp



Where Food Comes From Organic

303-895-3002 - info@wfcforganic.com
www.wfcforganic.com

202 6th Street Suite 400
Castle Rock, CO 80104, United States of America

certifies that

Joe Dufner Farms, Inc.

is certified to the USDA organic regulations, 7 CFR Part 205, for the categories of 

Once certified, a production or handling operation’s organic certification continues in effect until surrendered, 
suspended, or revoked.  Status of this certification and specific certified organic products covered may be verified at

https://organic.ams.usda.gov/Integrity/CP/OPP?nopid=9092519801

Certifier Client ID: N/A
Certificate Number(s): 9092519801
NOP Operation ID: 9092519801
Effective Date: 7/24/2025
Anniversary Date: 05/01/2026
Issue Date: 9/22/2025

Crops

Mailing Address
954 169th Ave NE  Buxton, ND 58218, United 

States of America

Physical Address
954 169th Ave NE  Buxton, ND 58218, United 

States of America

O
R

G
A

N
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E

R
T
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A

T
E

For addenda to this Organic Certificate, such as certified item lists with additional details and other operation 
information, contact the Accredited Certifying Agent identified at the top of this Certificate.

Mitchell Lucas
#ExhibitStamp



This Operation Profile was generated by the USDA Agricultural Marketing Service National Organic Program. Additional
up-to-date details about certified products can be found online in the INTEGRITY Operation Profile through the QR Code
or URL printed at the bottom of this page, or by contacting the Certifier directly.

Operation Profile (9092519801) updated on 9/22/2025

Operation Information

Joe Dufner Farms, Inc.

Status Effective Date:

Operation Status:

Certifier:

Additional Info:

Business Types/Service:

NOP Anniversary Date:

Other/Former Names:

Certifier Client ID:

NOP ID:

Operation Name:

Certified

7/24/2025

[WFCFO] Where Food Comes From Organic

9092519801

N/A

N/A

5/1/2026

--

Program: USDA-NOP

Total Certified Acres: 2100.50

Addresses:

Website:

Email:

Phone:

Name:

[Physical Address] [Mailing Address]

Contact Information

954 169th Ave NE 954 169th Ave NE

Joe Dufner

N/A

N/A

N/A

United States of America

Buxton, ND 58218 Buxton, ND 58218

United States of America

Scope and Product Summary

Scope Status Status Effective Date Certified Products
Crops (2) Certified 7/24/2025 Seed/Pod Vegetables: Beans (Black Beans; Dark Red Kidney 

Beans; Navy Beans; Pinto Beans); Field/Forageable: Alfalfa; 
Oats; Rye

The Certified Product List is truncated at 20,000 characters. Additional information is available in the Operation Profile.



 

 
 
 
4/10/26 
 
JOE DUFNER FARMS 
954 169TH AVE NE 
BUXTON, ND 58218 
 

The Pulse Crops (Dry Edible Beans) processed by Cummings Ag, Inc are not altered 
physically or chemically, our equipment mechanically removes dockage. This process does 
not use water. The product that we process is still the same agricultural product that it was 
when it arrived. It would be considered a raw agricultural product because it has not 
undergone significant alterations such as cooking, canning, or milling(crushing or 
grinding). 

Cummings Ag, Inc. operates as a service facility providing dockage removal for 
agricultural products on behalf of farmers and companies Since our founding we have not 
been in the market of buying and selling any products. We charge a service fee by volume 
to remove dockage to meet specified buyer’s requirements. We package products in bulk 
totes/bags or in bulk. We are not outfitted to package in retail packaging. 

Any product that Joe Dufner Farms brings to Cummings Ag remains owned by Joe Dufner 
Farms.  

Sincerely, 
 
 
MASON BJERKE 
Food Safety Director 
Cummings Ag, Inc 

Mitchell Lucas
#FilledExhibit



(303) 895-3002 • info@wfcforganic.com • wfcforganic.com 

4/10/2026

To Whom It May Concern, 

Joe Dufner Farms, Inc. (NOP: 9092519801) is certified organic to the USDA National Organic 
Program 7 CFR Part 205 with Where Food Comes From Organic (WFCFO). Joe Dufner Farms, 
Inc. is certified organic under the crop certification scope.  

WFCFO annually conducts review and inspection of Joe Dufner Farms, Inc. WFCFO has 
verified the following:  

- Joe Dufner Farms, Inc. produces certified organic beans, alfalfa, oats and rye.
- Joe Dufner Farms, Inc. uses contract service provider Cummings Ag to clean dry 

beans. Cummings Ag acts as a contract service provider, as disclosed in the Organic 
System Plan, and does not take ownership of Joe Dufner Farms, Inc.’s dry beans 
during the cleaning process.

- Joe Dufner Farms, Inc. utilizes storage locations under their ownership to store organic 
products prior to sale. All storage locations were inspected during annual inspection. 
Per NOP 205.100, the facility used for storage of organic products by Joe Dufner 
Farms, Inc. must be certified organic.

- Joe Dufner Farms, Inc. final product for sale is a crop product. The sale of beans that 
have been cleaned by a contract service provider is not considered a processed 
product and does not require Joe Dufner Farms, Inc. to be considered a handler, per 
NOP regulations. A handler certification is required for handling of product that 
includes changing the form of crops (juicing, milling, etc.), adding ingredients, or 
packaging for retail sale. 

- WFCFO certifies operation UpNorth Organics, who may act as a broker of organic 
product. UpNorth Organics does not take any physical possession or ownership of 
product produced by Joe Dufner Farms, Inc.

WFCFO is happy to provide any further clarification or details regarding this operation and the 
certification process.  

Best regards, 

Brianna Carter 
Certification Specialist 
Where Food Comes From, Inc.  
M   720 893 7322   |     W  wherefoodcomesfrom.com 
HQ  202 6th St., STE 400, Castle Rock, CO 80104 
ND Office 301 5th Ave SE, Medina, ND 58467 
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